Why complain 
about a 'perk'? 


WHAT a pity the late arrival 
of travel passes for over 60 s 
should have caused so many 
complaints from disgruntled 
bus users for what is such a 
“perk". 

It may certainly have been 
irritating for people who had 
arranged to travel across the 
country on April 1. but a call to 
the council would have assured 
travellers they could still use 
their old-style pass within 
Essex. 

All drivers I encountered 
appeared to be aware of the | 

not, surely this is 

a complaint that should be 

raised with the bus company 
and not with the council. 

My husband and 1 received 
our bus passes from Rochford 
Council only one day late. 

On April 1 we travelled to 
Chelmsford via the comfortable 
and reliable X30 service from 
Southend. Buses from 
Chelmsford Bus Station can 
then be taken to all sorts of 
places in Essex. 

However, although conces- 
sionary travel country wide 
would be great for a prolonged 
visit to friends and family or 
while on holiday in Essex, a day 
out has to be planned with cau- 
tion, particularly for those of a 
nervous disposition. 

Apart from long waits for 
.connecting buses, from 


Chelmsford to Colchester it 
takes two hours 20 minutes by 
bus; from Chelmsford to 
Burnham two hours 40 minutes 
and the bus service to Bradwell 
is only one a day ! 

B A CANNELL 
Rutland Gardens, Rochford 

...ALMOST inevitably, the intro- 
duction of the national bus pass 
for those aged over 60 seems to 
have been delayed in most 
places. However, the extent of 
the delay and the reasons seems 
to vary depending on where one 

fare best, for their weteut. 

that “new national bus conces- 
sion passes for all existing bus 
pass holders have been posted 
and should be with you before 
April 1". 

In Rochford, we are told bus 
passes due to commence from 
April 1 have been delayed slight- 
ly due to problems with encod- 
ing the new smartcard passes. 
The existing pass is now valid 
until April 30. 

In Basildon, the delay is appar- 
ently because the manufacturer, 
who has the contract to supply 
them, has had to employ an addi 
tional subcontractor to handle 
some of the work and this they 
say has caused the delay. The 
existing pass is also now valid 
until April 30. 

However, Southend seems to 
have more problems than most. 


The council says that ‘due to the 
amount of passes being issued, 
then' is a delay in postal applica- 
tions" and “current passes will 
be able to be used until 
September 3". 

Why is it Southend Council 
anticipates the delay lasting at 
least four months longer than in 
any of the neighbouring author- 
ities? Election time is near! 

RICHARD DAVIES 
Flemming Avenue, Leigh 
...THE new Government-fu nded 
national scheme for free <■ 


will be better for the environ 
mcnt and will increase mobility 
for our senior citizens. 

Basildon Council, of course, 
has helped subsidise public 
transport for pensioners for 
many years and will benefit 
from not having to provide the 
subsidy, which now comes from 
central government. 

Wouldn’t it be good if the 
council utilised these savings so 
that pensioners could use their 
passes at 9am, which was the 
case before. Pensioners are 
telling me that the new arrange 
ments are making life difficult 
for them in keeping hospital 
appointments, etc. 

I understand other councils in 
Essex are doing this for their res 
idents. Why not Basildon? 

Councillor PAT RACKLEY 
Devonshire Road, Laindon 
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Yes, Hovefields is a mess! 


I AGREE with the comments of 
US campaigner James 
Dasinger who 35 years is a 
graduate student of political 
science in America - where 
else! 

As a legal settled resident of 
Hovefields in Wickford, I and 
my legal neighbours are 
appalled at the carnage and 
rubble strewn defacement of 
our once peaceful truly green 
area of residence. 

There are smashed fence 
panels and sabotaged portable 
buildings and, everywhere to 
be seen, remnants of dustbin 
bags left out directly after the 
bin men have been - spewing 


their contents of soiled nap- 
pies/chicken carcasses/food 
wrappings/beer cans. 

We at Hovefields have had to 
live with this disgraceful situ- 
ation for over six years while 
the inadequate laws of this 
country allow travellers to 
flout the law and play at ille- 
gal landgrabbers making huge 
profits at the expense of law- 
abiding citizens. 

I suggest Mr Dasinger 
returns to his native America 
and searches for the grey mat- 
ter he so clearly left behind. 

Yes, the council has left our 
area in a mess after failed 
attempts to clear up and will 


now wait until total eviction 
and return our fields to their 
rightful green. 

Let's get one thing straight. 
We, or the council, never invit- 
ed the travellers, nor did the 
travellers ask permission - 
they invaded - and we will get 
them off if we all stand up and 
fight for our human rights. 

The travellers claim the 
Tory Government of Maggie 
Thatcher told them to buy 
their own land. Yes, legal land 
with suitable planning permis- 
sion! 

DEREK MACE 
Hovefields 
Wickford 


